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MAY THE SOUL OF EMERITUS ARCHBISHOP ANTONY ANANDARAYAR  

REST IN PEACE. 

 
Dear Father, Sister and Mr. Dhondy, Greetings to all of you on behalf of the 

Service Team. 

With saddest heart, I communicate to you that Emeritus 

Archbishop of Pondicherry and Cuddalore, Most Rev. 

Antony Anandarayar (76) succumbed to covid – 19 and the 

Lord took him to himself at 9.30 p.m., Tuesday (4-05-2021) 

in a hospital in Chennai. As a priest for 49.37 years and a 

Bishop for 24.26 years, he has been serving the holy Catholic 

Church in India with a purified soul and mind. A seasoned 

Canonist and a fatherly Teacher was he.  

He died while undergoing treatment for COVID-19 at St. Thomas Hospital, 

Chennai, on Tuesday. He was admitted in the hospital for COVID-19 treatment 

and his health condition deteriorated on Tuesday morning (4th May 2021) as the 

oxygen saturation level dipped. He passed away at 9. 30 p.m.   

He was one of the founding Fathers of Canon Law Society of India together with 

our beloved Card. Oswald Gracias and played a vital role in founding the Faculty 

of Canon Law at St. Peter’s Pontifical Institute, Bangalore. He was teaching 

Canon Law at St. Peter’s Seminary for very many years and was a renowned 

Canonist in Tamilnadu.  

 

As we thank His Grace for all his contributions to the CLSI, let us pray for him 

and offer a Mass for the repose of his soul. We pray the Lord to reward him 

abundantly. 

 

The bio-data of His Grace as follows:      

Name      - Most Rev. Antony Anandarayar 

Birth Place     - Varadarajanpet, Tamilnadu 

Date of Birth     - 18-7-1945 

Ordination     - 21-12-1971 

Episcopal Consecration, Bp. of Ooty - 29-1-1997 

Archbishop of Pondicherry & Cuddalore- 5-7-2004 

Pope Francis accepted resignation -  27-1-2021 

 



The Apostolic Administrator, archdiocese of Pondicherry-Cuddalore, Most Rev. 

Antonysamy Peter Abir in a statement said the funeral mass would be held at 

the Immaculate Conception Cathedral at 4 p.m. on Wednesday (5th May 2021). 

 

Keep safe, keep healthy. I wish you all the best in your responsibilities and pray 

for you. Please pray for me too. 

 

With kind regards and every good wish 

Yours sincerely 

 

Fr John Mendonca 

President, CLSI 

St Francis Assisi Church 

Tallur, Kundapura Taluk 

Karnataka 576 230 

 

Cell: +91-8762437251, 9845145778; Landline: +91-8254-238380; 

Email: mendoncajn@gmail.com 

Website of CLSI: www.canonlawsocietyofindia.org 

 


